
HOKOWHITU SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
      Friday the 5th of April 2024 

 
    Important Upcoming Events 2024 

5 and 6 April - School centenary celebrations 

10 April 
NEW ITEM 

- 10am National ‘quiet hour’ to celebrate Autism Acceptance Month 2024 

10 April - Year 1 - 3 duathlon, 11.45 start 

11 April - Y5/6 Interschool swimming sports  

12 April - 3pm Last day of school for Term 1 

29 April - 8.50am School opens for Term 2 

Please also look out for kete newsletters - these include specific dates/events for  
that kete. 

 

SCHOOL CENTENARY - 5TH AND 6TH APRIL 2024 
By the time you receive this newsletter celebrations will be underway. This 

has been a mammoth project to organise, undertaken by a small 
committee who have volunteered so much of their time over the last 

ELEVEN months. Thank you to each of you from the bottom of my heart! 
 
WAYS TO CONTACT THE OFFICE WHEN YOUR CHILD WILL BE ABSENT OR 

LATE 
Email - office@hokowhitu.school.nz 
Phone (You can also leave a voicemail) - 06 357 9667 
App - See how to download the App with the link below 
https://hokowhituprimary.apps.school.nz/  
School cell phone (you can ring or text this number) - 027 357 9021 
 
Please contact us as soon as you know your child will be late or is not coming to school as it can 
take a long time to contact everybody that doesn’t contact us. We do this to ensure your child is 
safe and not a missing child. Please do not contact the teacher directly, they don’t always see 
emails when they are teaching. Thank you. 

mailto:office@hokowhitu.school.nz
https://hokowhituprimary.apps.school.nz/


UPDATE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Kia ora koutou 
Ngā mihi kia koutou 
 

You may be aware that one of our school’s current strategic goals is recognising, supporting and celebrating the 
diversity of our ākonga. Diversity comes in many forms  e.g. cultural, neuro (typical and diverse), physical, 
learning preferences and supports, beliefs - just to name a few. We aim to bring these diversities to the mind of 
all our ākonga, kaiako and whānau whenever the opportunity arises, as recognising and celebrating diversity 
requires understanding. 
 
The month of April is Autism Acceptance Month, which focuses on inclusion rather than just ‘awareness’. A 
national ‘quiet hour’ for schools will be held on 10 April. 
Autism New Zealand is inviting all schools to participate in a national ‘quiet hour’ on 10 April at 10am. Turn 
down the lights, turn down the noise and turn up for the autistic community of Aotearoa to celebrate Autism 
Acceptance Month 2024. Join this nationwide movement for acceptance, understanding and accessibility. 
To read more and find out how to participate visit: Autism Acceptance Month – Autism New Zealand 
 
DUATHLON 
Akonga in Years 1 -3 have this event to look forward to next week, on the 10th of April. For health and safety 
reasons we made the decision to postpone the duathlon until after the senior playground work is finished. 
We look forward to many of you coming to enjoying viewing the duathlon 
 
INTER SCHOOL SWIMMING SPORTS 
We wish our squad of Year 5 and 6 swimmers well as they participate in the Inter School event next Thursday. 
As Hokowhitu School is the organising school, we would very much appreciate offers to help at the pool on the 
day - please let us know if you could offer your time. 
SWIMMERS: Harry D, Molly D, William C, Amelia G, Isabella H, Bailey C, Mason M, Maggie K, Danie G, Ruby A, 
Hannah P, Titus Y. Congratulations to each of you, we know you will represent our kura well by STRIVING to be 
the best you can be. 
 
SENIOR PLAYGROUND 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What an enthusiastic bunch of playground users we had on Wednesday morning. The senior playground 
(Years 4 - 6) is complete and it has been hugely positively received by the tamariki. 
This project has been possible due to the mahi of the Board, the PTA, and a Pub Charities grant. 
Particular thanks must go to Villi Tosi who spearheaded the project from the very beginning, and Rachel 
Buckley who secured the grant for us. 
At this point in time, different year groups are being rostered to use the playground at break times - just to 
minimise overcrowding. 
 

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=6764a8b334&e=be94e16d0a


RIPPA RUGBY 
Congratulations to the 4 teams who participated in the Manawatu Primary School Rippa Rugby competition at 
Arena yesterday. Thanks to Mr Hawkins, Mrs Lovegrove and parents who accompanied and supported the 
teams. 
Each team had some wins and they all STRIVED to be the best they can be! 

 

Ngā mihi nui 
Lin Dixon 
 

YUMMY STICKER COLLECTION 
Collect the Yummy cut-out labels from bags (each cut-out label is worth 10 stickers) 
and individual Yummy apple stickers for our school’s share of the $200,000 free 
Sport sports gear prize pool. Yummy apples are available from New World, 
PAK’nSAVE and participating Four Square stores. We get bonus stickers for 
Ambrosia, Sweet Tango and Lemonade apples. The more you collect, the more 
sports gear we get so get going and start collecting your Yummy cut-out labels and 
stickers now! 
 
Sticker sheets are available from our school office or from your child's kete. 
 
We will be collecting stickers until the 22nd of October 
Thank you for your support! 
 
 
Basketball 2024 
This is now CLOSED. Thank you to everyone who has registered.  

Years 1 & 2 - Winter Hockey 2024 
This is now CLOSED. Thank you to everyone who has registered.  

Years 3 & 4 - Winter Hockey 2024 
This is now CLOSED. Thank you to everyone who has registered.  

Years 5 & 6 - Winter Hockey 2024  
This is now CLOSED. Thank you to everyone who has registered.  
 
If you have any questions regarding sports, you can contact Carlee Hodge - c.hodge@hokowhitu.school.nz or  
Jen Bates - office@hokowhitu.school.nz 

mailto:c.hodge@hokowhitu.school.nz


UNIFORM  
If you are looking at getting the new uniform, it will be available from Academy Apparel from the first week of 
the school holidays. Reminder that it is ONLY the skort, shorts and long pants that are being updated (not the 
tops, or jerseys). This is also NOT COMPULSORY to update yet. The current uniform can be worn up until 2026.  
If you have any questions please contact our school office -  office@hokowhitu.school.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://hokowhituschool-my.sharepoint.com/personal/office_hokowhitu_school_nz/Documents/Documents/Newsletter/Term%201%202021/Term%203%202021/office@hokowhitu.school.nz


Achievement Awards 

 
 
Te Kete Wakahuia                                                            
Congratulations to Greta, Lucia, Hayze and Bodhi who were all seen showing enthusiasm while trying to follow 
the actions during Jump Jam in class. 
Lusion - For working hard on your counting in maths.  
Ivan - For showing respect to others.  
William - For focusing well in workshops. Kā pai!  
Harrison B - For being a 'switched on' learner in workshops. Kā pai! 
 
Te Kete Pounamu 
Cici - For attempting to add descriptive vocabulary to writing.  
Jude - For your amazing creations in the creative zone.  
Sid - For fast recall of number bonds.  
Toanui - For your amazing biking skills in our duathlon practices.  
Zuhain - For an awesome improvement in your number formation. 
 
Te Kete Manawa  
Ava S - For her growing confidence to share her thoughts and learnings. Ka rawe, Ava!  
Leo W - For being a calm and kind member of Te Kete Manawa. We love having you in our class!  
Ron - For learning to listen and respond in a positive way.  
Tilley - For stepping up and being a fabulous role model and friend in TKM.  
Mason - For sharing his fabulous time knowledge during maths starter.  
Tyson - For fantastic whānau and teacher introductions at goal sharing evening.  
Noah - For your amazing enthusiasm while weeding at Enviroteam.  
Ihaia - For your great contributions to our expanding sentences workshop. 
 
Te Kete Aronui 
Ryder, Ranvir - For making a big effort to complete learning tasks. 
Liam, Rylan, Hakaraia, Nehan - For working quickly to complete tasks within a time frame.  
William - For working to meet expectations. 
Anita - For great thinking in maths!  
Lucy, Ali - For being a kind and caring class member.  
 
Te Kete Tangaroa 
Makayla - For presenting work with excellence. 
Akira - For showing enthusiasm during Rippa Rugby.  
Joshpreet - For excellent cursive writing. 
Jonathon - For outstanding attitude in maths. 
Ava K - For developing her growth mindset. 
Ronav - For contributing to class discussions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community Notices 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


